
they contain, maker spaces are inherently collaborative, communal areas.

Maker Spaces have their roots in the MIT’s Fab Labs. The Fab Labs were
designed as a place to fabricate things and contain a host of digital equipment
for designing products and the digitally-driven tools to create them. The Fab
Labs had a significant influence on maker spaces, or “learning commons” as they
are sometimes called. 

An early driver of interest in Maker Spaces was President Obama’s 2009
“Educate to Innovate” campaign which promoted the value of making
experiences. He said, “I want us all to think about new and creative ways to
engage young people in science and engineering, whether it’s science festivals,
robotics competitions, fairs that encourage young people to create and build
and invent—to be makers of things.” The White House hosted its first Maker Faire
in June 2014, after which followed the commitments of numerous large
companies to support community-based making activities. Since then, many
museums and libraries have firmly embraced Maker Spaces and maker-type
learning as a part of their educational programming.

The educational sector quickly took note as well. Schools have built out or
repurposed spaces for maker-centered activities. Shop classes and wood
workshops have been recreated as Maker Spaces and tinkering labs. Schools
are increasingly embedding both technology and engineering teachers into
their curriculum. This is certainly the case at both Rye High School and Rye
Middle School. To learn more about the engineering classes at RHS and RMS,
watch the video linked here.

At Rye’s three elementary schools, as is the case in many other communities, the
former school libraries (now known as media centers) have become a natural
place for Maker Spaces. Libraries/media centers are open-access by nature,
and Maker Spaces need welcoming, fluid areas to create opportunities for
partnership, collaboration, and creativity. Maker Spaces can help to diversify
the library’s offerings and resources to support a greater range of learning
styles. A student might be a great learner but may not have much interest in
reading unless they find the right motivation to read.  Maker Space activities
can support their learning preferences and talents while motivating them to
research and read to support their projects.

Dear RCSD Community,

During the third week of January, Maker Spaces opened
at the three elementary schools: Midland, Milton, and
Osborn Schools. If you are of a certain vintage, you may
be wondering to yourself, “What on earth is a Maker
Space?” It’s basically an area set aside to promote
creativity, exploration, and trial and error. Students build
something together, fail and try again. The spaces are
filled with art and building supplies ranging from
cardboard and glue, to Legos and magnetic blocks.
There are also often thinking and coding games and
robotics equipment. They are a perfect laboratory for
S.T.E.A.M. (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and
Math) activities. No matter what materials or resources 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AfxRJZc_DYc


Elementary Maker Spaces and S.T.E.A.M.-based activities serve as a wonderful entry point for the
engineering classes at the Middle and High Schools. At RMS, students take an engineering class in all
three grades and study everything from building to computer science. For many, this is an introduction to
a subject they may feel drawn to. The High School now offers numerous engineering courses as part of the
Project Lead the Way curriculum. And while not everyone is going to grow up to be an engineer, coder, or
architect, engineering classes can help students across all academic areas as there are elements of
math, art, science, and writing in the program. The classes also help students develop critical thinking,
collaboration, and teamwork skills - all vital for future success.

So here’s to the tinkerers, the inventors, and the try, try againers -- they truly are our future!

Sincerely,

Eric Byrne, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools

              
                                                  

 



In late December, RCSD Athletics Department Senior Office Assistant Donna Sorkin was named as one of
two recipients of the Section One Athletic Administrative Assistant of the year. Each year NYSAAA (New

York State Athletic Administrators Association) recognizes each section in New York with this award, known
as the Judith A. Martens Secretarial Award of Excellence. The award is presented to a secretary of an

athletic administrator who has demonstrated outstanding contributions to athletics at the local level for a
minimum of five years.

Donna wears many hats in her role as Athletics Department Assistant, including communications with
athletes’ families, helping with FamilyID registration, communication with coaches and athletic trainers,

scheduling and confirming officials, scheduling team transportation, team budget requisitions, and awards
distribution and submissions. 

Anyone who has had any contact with Donna knows that she is absolutely fantastic at what she does.
Director of Athletics Susan Reid Dullea said of her, "Donna is the consummate professional. She

collaborates with teachers, coaches, students, and, of course, the sports community. She is always there to
support the community with caring and integrity. She has a kind warm voice and a smile for all. This award
is simply recognizing what we already know about Donna - she is the best!” Donna will be recognized at a

winter Athletic Director's meeting in February. Congratulations, Donna!
 

Donna Sorkin, 
Section One Athletic

Administrative
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of the Year



Spotlight on the Arts
 

RHS/RMS Winter Jazz Night 

On a strange winter night with thunderstorms and heavy rain, Rye Middle
and High School students gathered in the RMS Multipurpose Room to play
some hot tunes. Held annually since 2008, the RMS/RHS Winter Jazz Night

features musicians from the RMS Jazz Band and the RHS Jazz Band.  
At RMS, Jazz Band is a club open to any 6th, 7th, or 8th grade student who

takes Band. The club meets weekly for an hour-long practice session. At RHS,
the Jazz Band Club meets weekly for two hours to play and improvise jazz,
Latin, rock, and funk music. They frequently play at community events. The

RHS and RMS clubs play together twice per year.
 

This year’s Winter Jazz Night took place on Wednesday, January 25. For
those who didn’t venture out, or who want a second listen, the performance

was recorded on LocalLive. Watch it here: 
 https://events.locallive.tv/events/98149

Left to right - Grady Thomas (8th), Ro8cco DeFife (7th), Marcos
Becker (8th), Calvin Rollano (7th), Ishaan Mendiratta (6th)

Left to right - Noah Poll (11th), Gordon Hargraves (11th)
 

https://events.locallive.tv/events/98149


Two RHS students received 2023 Scholastic Writing Awards (Hudson-to-Housatonic region): 
Junior Lilly Peters (taught by Anthony Frabizzio) won a silver key for her flash fiction piece “Ghost of
You” and an honorable mention for her short story “Red Vines”
Sophomore Juliet Rotondo (taught by Roni Sarig) was awarded a silver key for her flash fiction piece
“Face Paint” and an honorable mention for her untitled personal essay and memoir

Junior AJ Miller received the 2022 Rye Youth Human Rights award from the Rye City Human Rights
Commission for his work as an ambassador to the G.A.R.N.E.T.S. program
Sophomore Andrew Chun was selected for All County Jazz B Band on 1st Alto
Senior varsity indoor track and field athlete Mackenzie Chimento was named the Lion’s Club Athlete of
the Month for December
Congratulations to varsity wrestling team senior Cian Keegan for becoming the first Westchester County
Champion in program history
The boys and girls varsity indoor track teams had a very successful day at the Section 1 League
Championships meet at The Armory in New York City on January 4

Senior Mackenzie Chimento is League Champion in the 300 Meters
Senior Caleb Kaplan broke the school record in Weight Throw. He is League Champion and qualified
for Nationals
Junior Isabela Lulaj broke the girls school record in the 1000 Meter
Junior Rafferty McSweeney is League Champion in the Long Jump and qualified for Nationals 
Sophomore Signe Olsborg is League Champion in Triple Jump and Qualified for Nationals in High
Jump
Junior Mali White is League Champion in the 600 Meter
Junior Mali White, Freshman Claire Curran, sophomore Cate Doyle, and junior Isabela Lulaj broke the
school record in the Sprint Medal Relay

Rye Middle School 8th grader and member of the Rye High School Cheer team Elle Talbot performed in
the New Year’s Day parade in London, England, as a member of the NCA (National Cheerleaders
Association) All-American team

Commendations

Tuesday, February 7
Board of Education Meeting - Budget Presentation
7:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, February 14
Board of Education Meeting - Open Topics Forum
7:30 p.m.

Monday, February 20 and Tuesday, February 21
RCSD Offices Closed

Monday, February 20 - Friday, February 24
RCSD Schools Closed for Mid-Winter Recess

Looking Ahead


